
1. INTRODUCTION GALLERY:

Maker unknown 

c. 17th-18th century

Spanish Conquistador Silver Cruciform Stirrup

Features Moorish influences in the metal work design, made of silver, and is in the shape of a 

cross.  Used by conquistadors and early colonizers of the New World. One source says used 

widely between 1650 and 1775, when they were outlawed by the Catholic Church as 

sacrilegious.   

Bernardo de Gálvez 

1781 

Diario de las operaciones de la expedicion contra la plaza de panzacolo conluida por las 

armas de s.m. catolica, baxo las ordenes del mariscal de campo d. bernardo de Galvez. 

This title page is from a first edition printing of a record of Gálvez’s siege of Pensacola 

(Panzacolo). In it, Gálvez relates his role in Spain’s most important victory as an ally of the 

colonists in the Revolutionary War: the taking of Pensacola from the British in May 1781.  In 

commemoration of his heroism, Gálvez was made Count de Gálvez and Viscount de 

Galveztown.  He was also allowed the new motto “Yo Solo,” which he reportedly yelled as he 

led the naval assault of Pensacola. After the war, Gálvez was appointed viceroy of New Spain.  

He is a major figure in the history of Florida, Louisiana, and Texas; Galveston was named after 

him.  It is possible this work was printed in Havana, but Madrid or Mexico City are more likely. 

William H. Sandusky 

1845 

Map, Plan of the City of Galveston 

This early map of the City of Galveston shows city lots by lot number, as well as prominent 

structures.  It also relays the sounding in feet of the ship channel in an inset, showing Bolivar 

Point and Pelican Island.  The reference list at right catalogs churches, markets, brickyards, etc.  

Originally this map was in the cloth covers found at the bottom of the frame; it was removed 

from the book and flattened for conservation.  There are just four other copies located, in total: 

one each at the Library of Congress, Rosenberg Library, UT Austin Library, and Yale University 

Library. 


