
2. SPANISH INFLUENCE

9000 – 3000 BCE 

Basalt Metate or Mortar 

A metate, also called a mortar or mealing stone, is a stone used as a bowl for grinding corn and 

other materials.  It is used in conjunction with a hand tool called a mano or pestle to grind the 

grain between the stones.  This metate was found with the mano under a rock outcroppings near 

present-day Marathon, Texas. Not much is known about the ancient culture that made and used 

this artifact but it is clear that it was heavily used—the bottom of the mortar wore thin from use, 

broke away, and is missing today.  The stone used to create the mortar is very heavy, weighing 

approximately forty pounds. 

9000 – 3000 BCE 

Basalt Mano or Pestle 

A mano, often called a pestle, is used in conjunction with a metate, which is a mortar or mealing 

stone, to grind grains and corn.  This piece was found in the same rock outcroppings near 

Marathon, Texas as the metate. 

Late 16th century 

Spanish Parade Halbard 

This halbard (alabarda) is a very early Spanish weapon.  It is essentially an axe on a long shaft 

with a spike or pike on top and a hook or thorn on the back to grapple with mounted foes.  Foot 

soldiers found these to be effective defensive weapons because of the shaft’s long reach. 

Halbards came into use in the 14th and 15th centuries in Europe and were very effective weapons. 

17th century 

Spanish Halbard 

Originally, this simple Spanish halbard (alabarda) had intricate designs etched around the points, 

although they have faded with time and use.  Made to look like resting birds, the outermost 

points were the wingtips and tail feathers while the innermost points represented beaks and 

talons.  

The weapon is essentially an axe on a long shaft with a spike or pike on top and a hook or thorn 

on the back to grapple with mounted adversaries.  It was also an effective weapon for soldiers on 

the ground because of the shaft’s long reach. Halbards came into use in the 14th and 15th 

centuries in Europe and were very effective weapons. 

c. 1650



Spanish Colonial Cup-Hilt Rapier 

This Spanish rapier shows evidence of the influence of several European and New World 

countries and cultures.  The obverse fuller of the sword, near the guard, is inscribed with “A 

SOLINGEN.”  The German town of Solingen is renowned for cutlery and, during the Middle 

Ages, was famous for sword making.  On the verso, “Daniel Kirschbaum,” the name of the 

maker, is inscribed.  Kirschbaum joined Weyersburg, Kirschbaum & Cie. (WKC), a sword 

company still in business today. The cup hilt is indicative of later Spanish designs, dating to as 

early as the 1600s.  The designs on the cup hilt are thought to be Aztec images, possibly from an 

Aztec Codex, suggesting Mexican manufacture.  The codices, largely pictorial works 

representing the Aztec civilization, were created by in the pre-Columbian and Colonial eras.  

The rapier came to Spain in the late 15th century as the espada ropera (dress sword), to indicate 

swords worn by civilians rather than by soldiers.  Rapiers were thinner and more ornate than 

military weapons.  Combining pieces of swords from various manufacturers from different 

countries was not unusual.  This sword came from the private collection of a Spanish duke. 

Mid-18th century 

Folding Fan Depicting La Salle’s Expedition to Texas 

This lady’s fan features twenty-four carved ivory sticks and guards. The front of the fan is 

divided into two elements, the foreground and the background.  The foreground itself is divided 

into three thematic segments.  At the lower right is a small, engraved map of the Texas coast 

entitled Nouv Mexico (New Mexico) showing the area between the Colorado River and the 

Trinidad (Trinity) River. This section concentrates on present-day Matagorda Bay, which is 

called B. San Bernard ou St. Louis par les Fr (Bay San Bernardo or St. Louis by the French). 

The map was engraved on a separate sheet of paper and then mounted on the fan paper.  It shows 

the area where French explorer René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, landed and established 

his colony in 1685.  This map was modeled fairly exactly on Guillaume Delisle’s 1718 Carte de 

la Louisiane, including the names of rivers, bays, and Indian tribes.  The middle segment is 

dominated by two European figures. Around them is a busy scene of men hauling tied bundles of 

goods.  Finally, the left segment of the fan in the far lower left includes three figures, one of 

which is recumbent with a musket.  A child and another figure holding a lit pipe accompany him.  

They all recline against or sit on bundles. 

René-Robert Cavalier, Sieur de La Salle (1643 – 1687), was a French nobleman and explorer.  

La Salle made four expeditions throughout North America, starting in 1678, until his death in 

1687. He traveled throughout the Great Lakes region, down the Mississippi River, and finally 

across the Gulf of Mexico and into Texas.  As he went, he founded forts at locations he deemed 

of strategic importance—at Niagara Falls, modern-day Chicago and St. Louis, as well as in the 

Spanish Texas countryside.  La Salle, attempting to find the mouth of the Mississippi River in 

order to establish a town (New Orleans was not yet founded), misjudged the location and landed 

in Matagorda Bay, in Texas.  One of his ships, the La Belle, was grounded on a sand bar and La 

Salle ordered his men to disembark.  After establishing Fort Saint Louis on Matagorda Bay, La 

Salle led his men across the Texas countryside in search of the Mississippi River over the next 



two years.  According to his detractors, La Salle’s haughtiness alienated even his staunchest 

allies during this period. His men, weary and stranded in an unforgiving landscape, ambushed 

and killed La Salle near present-day Navasota, Texas, in 1687. 

18th century 

Mother-of-Pearl Chest which Carried a Spanish Royal Grant for California Lands 

This chest is covered with mother-of-pearl and its borders are tortoise shell.  This chest once 

carried a Spanish royal grant for religious lands in California.  The Jesuit religious order 

originally established a mission chain in Baja California (a present-day Mexican state).  In 1767, 

King Carlos III of Spain decreed that the Jesuits should be forcibly expelled from Spanish 

territories in the New World.  Carlos, known for centralizing and secularizing the Spanish 

Colonial government, felt that the Jesuit order was acting too autonomously for the Spanish 

Crown to control in its New World colonies. This decree finally arrived in Baja California on 

February 3, 1768.  The religious lands there, including the missions, were turned over to the 

Franciscan order of monks.  The Franciscans controlled the missions for a little over five years, 

establishing only one new mission in Baja California, before they were granted lands in Alta 

California (the present-day U.S. state) on which to establish a new chain of missions and 

presidios (fortified outposts).  The lands in Baja California were then transferred to the 

Dominican order in 1772.  It is uncertain which Franciscan land grant this chest carried—for 

Baja or Alta California—since Carlos III granted both.  

Mater Dolorosa (Our Lady of Sorrows) 

Artist unknown 

Oil on panel 

18th century 

The Latin inscription reads: Mater Dolorosa - Ora Pro Nobis (Mother of Sorrows, Pray for Us). 

The work depicts the Virgin Mary, or Blessed Mother. In the Prophecy of Simeon, Mary was 

told that “a sword will pierce your own soul too,” referring to the pain she would feel as a mother 

during Christ's Passion, the time between his entry into Jerusalem and crucifixion. Her sorrow is 

represented here by the dagger piercing her heart. Her image is surrounded by symbols of 

Christ’s Passion and crucifixion, and a tear falls on her cheek. 


