
3. TEXAS FRONTIER

STATUE OF STEPHEN F. AUSTIN 

After the death of his father, Stephen F. Austin assumed the task of establishing the first Anglo-

American colony in Texas. Born in 1793 in Virginia, Austin’s family moved to Missouri (then 

part of Spanish Louisiana) when he was 5 years old. He attended preparatory school, studied 

Transylvania University in Lexington, Kentucky, and then entered the family’s mining business. 

Austin served nearly 5 years in the Missouri legislature and studied law in New Orleans before 

he took over his father’s venture. In 1821, Austin arrived in Texas and was greeted with the news 

of Mexico’s independence from Spain. After more than a year of wrangling with Mexican 

authorities, Austin’s empresario contract was approved and he founded San Felipe de Austin as 

his capitol. By late 1824, he had fulfilled the first of four contracts. The first families to receive 

their land grants in Austin’s colony became known as the “Old Three Hundred.” 

1833 MAP ON WALL 

Stephen F. Austin’s map, first published in Philadelphia by H.S. Tanner in 1830, served as the 

primary reference point for maps of Texas for nearly a decade. One of the things the Mexican 

government required of Austin was a map of the area that he wished to colonize. He drew the 

region and then gave the sketch to a map maker for print.  

The first edition referenced the location of the Austin and DeWitt colonies in Texas. Tanner 

reissued the map five times, each edition adding information on the new colonies established. 

N.P. Ames Co. 

c. 1832

Joel Robison’s U.S. Army Pattern 1832 Foot Artillery Short Sword

“The Sword that Captured Santa Anna” 

Joel Robison (1815–1889) served as a private in the Texian Army during the Battle of San 

Jacinto. Robison carried this sword when he assisted four or five other men in the capture of 

Mexican General Antonio López de Santa Anna on April 22, 1836.  Santa Anna, reportedly 

dressed in a private’s uniform, attempted to escape undetected during the battle. Robison and the 

others in the group suspected the man was supplying a false identity and brought him before 

Texian General Sam Houston. When other Mexican prisoners began saluting the captured man 

with cries of “El Presidente,” the Texians were sure they had captured Santa Anna.  

The Artillery Short Sword was intended as the last means of defense for soldiers aiming and 

firing cannons. However, the blade was too short to be of much use in combat and was 

reportedly employed to greater effect in clearing away brush and weeds from artillery locations. 



The sword features an eagle hilt and cast fish scales on the grip. It is plausible that this particular 

sword came to the Battle of San Jacinto with a deserter from the United States Army, possibly 

from the nearby Louisiana outpost of Fort Jesup. The Texian Army is believed to have included 

at least 150 deserters from the U.S. military. 

Robison, born in Georgia, moved to Texas with his family in 1831. He fought in several of the 

main battles of the Texas Revolution in 1835 and 1836, including the culminating battle at San 

Jacinto. After the revolution ended, President Sam Houston commissioned Robison as a Texas 

Ranger. Robison owned land and cattle in Fayette County, where he later became a land 

commissioner. In 1860, Robison served in the Eighth Texas Legislature, where he favored 

secession. Following the American Civil War, Robison was elected to the Constitutional 

Convention of 1875 and was serving as second vice president of the Texas Veterans Association 

when he died in 1889. 

Colt’s Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing Co. 

1847 

Colt Walker Percussion Pistol, Stamped “B Company” 

.44-caliber 

This Colt Walker Percussion Pistol is stamped “B Company” on the bottom of the handle and the 

side of the frame. This stamp indicates that Texas Mounted soldiers received the gun during the 

U.S-Mexican War (1846–48). The serial number “38” is stamped on the gun and references the

position of this particular firearm within the  “B Company” production run. The “B Company”

stamp refers to the production sequence and was the third set out of a total of five (A–E

Companies), with C produced first, then A and B, followed by D and E.

The gun is a substantial redesign from the 1839 Colt Paterson, which was flawed in many ways. 

Samuel Colt enlisted the help of Captain Samuel H. Walker, a military man and a Texas Ranger 

for the Republic of Texas, to help redesign the Colt Paterson. Walker created a weapon featuring 

a fixed trigger with trigger guard and a loading lever beneath the nine-inch barrel. The massive 

revolver, weighing four pounds nine ounces, mounted a six-shot cylinder chambered for a .44-

caliber conical bullet. Texas Ranger John S. “Rip” Ford claimed that the new Colt Walker pistol 

was as powerful as the United States Model 1841 ‘Mississippi’ rifle manufactured by the 

Harper’s Ferry Arsenal. The Colt Walker was too large and heavy to be holstered on a belt and 

so was typically holstered on the saddle. 

While the redesign increased the firepower of the firearm it created other problems.  The weapon 

was simply not strong enough for the amount of power it packed. The gun occasionally exploded 

in its user’s hand when being fired (sometimes due to excessive powder use). This issue led to a 

further redesign, resulting in the Colt First Model Dragoon Revolver, one of which is also on 

display. 


