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Statehood & Beyond 
 

CUT TO STATEHOOD AND BEYOND GALLERY.  KIDS ENTER THE ROOM, WALKING 
TOWARD THE COTTON BALE HOOK 
 
V/O:  In December 1845, Texas became the 28th state.  There continued to be 
skirmishes with Mexico until the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ended the  
U.S. – Mexican War and established the Rio Grande River as the border between 
Mexico and Texas.  Cotton became king.  And the port of Galveston was the world's 
most important cotton port in the late 19th century.  
 
MATTHEW AND THE KIDS ARE STANDING IN FRONT OF THE COTTON BALE HOOK  
FEATURE THE COTTON BALE HOOK 
 
MATTHEW:  Check this out - workers used bale hooks they called "cotton 
jammers" to move large bales of cotton  
 
Alicia: That’s a serious looking hook … 
 
Aaliyah: You had to be really strong to use one of them –  
 
Asher:  Yeah, I could do it! 
 
ALICIA AND AALIYAH LOOK AT EACH OTHER WITH A YEAH, RIGHT KIND OF SMILE 
 
MATTHEW (SMILING):  Let’s keep going… 
 
V/O: W.L. Moody and Company of Galveston built the first dockside cotton compress 
in Texas. Galveston also had many other Texas firsts like the first gas and electric 
lights, telephone, orphanage, black high school, and more millionaires per capita 
than any other city in the U.S.! 
 
V/O: As Texas grew as a state, slavery divided the nation, Texas joined the 
Confederacy during the Civil War, and there were battles with the Comanche and 
Apache …but the state grew and the future personality of Texas began to form.  The 
era of the great ranches and cattle drives, and the discovery of oil at Spindletop, 
Texas. 
 
THE GROUP IS NOW IN FRONT OF THE SADDLE DISPLAY 
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ALICIA:  Wow….look at these. 
 
MATTHEW:  Yeah, these are examples of the types of saddles used for different 
purposes.  It was the time of the cowboy and cowgirl, the Texas Rangers, the 
Cavalry and the beginning of big Texas ranches. 
 
MATTHEW:  That’s a working saddle at the top and this parade saddle here in the 
middle… that’s a saddle that belonged to the daughter of a very important oil 
man named Hugh Roy Cullen.  His daughter, Margaret, bred world champion 
Arabian horses here in Texas.  See all the silver on the saddle.  It was made in 
Taxco, Mexico.   
 
AALIYAH:  That’s beautiful. 
 
MATTHEW:  Yeah. 
 
THEY MOVE OVER TO THE SIDE SADDLE 
MATTHEW:  And over here is a side saddle. 
 
ASHER:  What’s that? 
 
MATTHEW:  That’s a saddle made for women so they could ride in their skirts. 
 
ALICIA:  Cool. 
 
MATTHEW:  Yeah, this one belonged to the wife of a man by the name of Charles 
Goodnight.  He was one of the most famous ranchers in Texas, and he created a 
trail to move thousands of head of longhorn cattle from Texas to New Mexico. 
 
THEY MOVE OVER TO THE COWGIRL CASE 
 
MATTHEW:  And these are all the types of things that cowgirls wore in the rodeos 
in the early 1920s and 1930s. 
 
ALICIA POINTS TO THE RING 
 
ALICIA:  What’s that? 
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MATTHEW:  That’s a gold wedding ring….. 
 
THE RING IS FEATURED IN THE FRAME  
 
MATTHEW….made in the shape of a saddle by the famous painter and sculptor 
Charles Russell for his wife. 
 
AALIYAH: Solid gold? 
 
MATTHEW:  Yep.   
 
AALIYAH HOLLERS FROM OVER AT THE INDIAN DISPLAY 
 
AALIYAH:  What are these?  They kinda look like playing cards. 
 
MATTHEW:  Yeah, those are hand-made Apache playing cards.  They are probably 
painted on rawhide.  And look at this. 
 
THEY MOVE OVER TO THE WELLS FARGO SHOTGUN CASE  
 
MATTHEW:  You’ve heard of “riding shotgun”? 
 
ASHER:  Yeah, that’s when you get to sit in the seat next to the guy driving the car. 
 
MATTHEW:  Well, this is a shotgun used by the guy who sat next to the guy who 
was driving a stagecoach.  He was the guy who protected everybody if they got 
attacked by robbers or Indians.  So he was….. 
 
ALICIA:  Riding shotgun. 
 
MATTHEW:  Very good.  Ok, guys, there’s a lot more to see.  Let’s head upstairs. 


