
ELA 3.7, 3.11, 3.12, 3.13
History 3.1, 3.3, 3.6, 3.12, 3.14(A), 3.14(B)

Engage in activities designed to enhance critical thinking skills
Develop literacy skills through visual media
Support conclusions with evidence
Respond to visual information with a variety of interpretations

Introductory Video
Paintings by Lee Cable
Goodnight Paintings’ Collection Guide

TEKS
This curriculum is designed to expand students’ critical thinking skills using a
literary and historical focus. 

Objectives

Materials

Vocabulary
first-person point of view        caption               message
descriptive language              prediction           problem/solution
cattle drive                            raid                    encampment
extinct                                   commission

PRE-VISIT GUIDE
Grade 3Overview: Meet Charles Goodnight

For Pearl Fincher Museum Visit

In preparation for the viewing of the Charles Goodnight paintings by Lee Cable,
show students the video to give them an overview of Goodnight's life. Teachers
may wish to complete additional research to build their own background
knowledge on the life of Charles Goodnight through these or other websites.

Charles Goodnight – Blazing the Cattle Trails – Legends of America

Charles Goodnight - Capulin Volcano National Monument

TSHA Goodnight, Charles

https://www.legendsofamerica.com/we-charlesgoodnight/
https://www.nps.gov/cavo/learn/historyculture/charles-goodnight.htm
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/goodnight-charles


 Ask students to stand in the middle of the gallery and to slowly turn around
and stop when a picture catches their eye. 
 Take volunteers to tell which picture caught their eye and why. Ask them to
make a connection between something they see in the paintings and what they
remember from the video or what they have learned elsewhere.

Activity One (5 minutes)
1.

2.

 Proceed to each picture in chronological order. Using the Goodnight Paintings’
Collection Guide, stop at each picture and read the commentary. Then ask
students to complete the thinking activity associated with each painting. 

Activity Two (20 minutes)
1.

AT THE MUSEUM



IN THE CLASSROOM

 Write a fiction story in first-person about something you learned from the
point of view of Charles Goodnight, Cynthia Ann Parker, Quanah Parker,
Oliver Loving, Old Blue or Old Sikes. Be sure to include descriptive language
and dialogue (3.12A).
 Write a poem about some aspect of Charles Goodnight’s life. Offer students a
structured format such as an acrostic or I Am style frame if they need more
guidance (3.12A).
 Charles Goodnight moved to Texas when he was nine. Write about your
family’s connection to Texas. Have you always lived here, or have you just
moved here? What are your favorite things about being a Texan? Consider
including stories about your grandparents, cultural celebrations, favorite
vacation destinations or favorite foods, or who you consider to be a         
 Texas hero (3.12A).
 Create a diary entry for Charles Goodnight, Cynthia Ann Parker, Quanah
Parker, or Oliver Loving  about something that happened to them or
something they’re anticipating in the future (3.12A).
 Write a one paragraph response to the following stem I believe Charles
Goodnight should / should not be considered a Texas hero because
_____________________. Students must support their choice with at least
three pieces of evidence gathered from their museum trip or their own
research (3.12C).
 Write a thank you note to Charles Goodnight for saving the southern bison
herd, rescuing Cynthia Ann Parker, helping Quanah Parker, keeping a promise
to Oliver Loving, or rounding up Old Sikes. Be sure to explain why you think his
actions were important (3.12D).

Once you have returned to the classroom, choose one of the following writing
activities to help students process what they have learned. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.



*ENTER THE CONTEST
GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS™ I Am Texas

Third graders who write at least 700 words or 8 lines of poetry are eligible to enter
their writing in the I Am Texas publishing contest and have the chance to break
the GUINNESS WORLD RECORD™ for the largest published book in the world
(3.11E).

The iWRITE Organization and The Bryan Museum are partnering with New York
Times bestselling author and illustrator team, Brad Meltzer and Christopher
Eliopoulos to break the record. Over 1,000 student authors will be published. 

Go to www.iamtx.org for additional information, a complete set of contest rules for
all grades, and to help your students register.

http://iamtx.org/

